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| General Orders, HEADQUARTERS 1J)EPARTMENT
% Sap Juap, April 12th, 1800.

No. 80.

| Health, the following is published for the information
T of al! concerned : . |
N Nuisances.

I. Any ob ect or condition whieh is prejudicial to
public heaith is designated as a “Nuisance” Dead
animals in streets or yards, slaughter-house cffal, or
- other ¢ecomposing matter, and infectel hovse, over-

' flowing and leaky privies and wather-closets, manure-
pits, filthy or ivsecure tenement houses ; filthy markets,

eries, dairies, cellars yards, alieys, or streets;

defective drains, tilthy stzbles, foul weils used ty the
public, open sewers in which the water stands, ponds
M or pouls of stagnaut water, are iiustraticns of nuisances
3 Soap msking, bene boiling, and some cther industries
may be designated off susive and subject to polies con-
trol, but they are not uecessarily prejudicial ‘o publie
health.
3 II Tae emptying of material removad from privy
vaults, and cesspeols into, or their conneetion wich.
the common sewer is a nuisances, is prejadicial to
. public bealth, an : is prohibiied. .

IIT Tho dumuing of mnight soil into any river,
stream, lake, or pond in Puerto Rico, is a nuisanee, and

£ is hereby prohibited. .

£ I1V. Anpy person maiutaining upon his property 2

3 nuisapce, must promptly remove or abate the same,
ol when potified to do so by the Health Officer, Alcalde,
or other proper cflicial.
4 V. BReports of nuisances should be made in Wri-
7 ting, sigoed by at least three persons to the Alcalde,
’ Health Officer, or other member of the local or Supe-
% rior Board of Health. ) )
said report must not by given to the public, except it
: be so required by a QCourt of Justice in due process

of law.
. Vi. It is the duty of tho Health Ofli er, or in
% case this offi ’er does not exist, then it is the duty of

the Alcalde or other proper autority, to receive thea
reports of nuisances aud make efforts to abate thom,
as the law or ths rules aud regulations of the local or
Saperior Board of Health may direct '

: VII. Whenever a complaint is made in writing
‘ to & Board of Health, a Heaith Officer or Alcalde, of
the existence of a nuisance, the matter shall fortbwith
be investigate : by the Heaith Officer, Alealde or other
proper authority, aud in case he finds that the alleged
puisance is detrimental to the public health, or t‘he
cause of any special disease or mortality, he shall notify
& the owner, agent or lessee, af said premises, or party
resumably responsible for said nulsance, in writing,
. of such finding, and the Board, or the Alcalde in cise
s po Board existe, shall ihereupon order and direct the
abatement of the same forthwith. 1n the event of the
failure of said owner, agent or lessce of said property,
or said responsible party, to abate the nuisance, then
the said Officer or Board way proceed to abate the
same, and may employ all the force necessary to do so,
and shall proceed by warrant to arrest and procecute
the party failing to obey said order of abatement. All
the expenses attending the abatement of a nuisance
shall be charged and sh:ll be a first lien against the
property where the nuisance exists.

Water-closets, privies, sinks, and cess-pooils.

VIIL. All privy-vaults or cees-pools that are fall,
or when the contents thereof shall be within two feet
of the surface of the ground, or shall leak into the

wells, cellars, or basements adj

sse hereby declar\d nuisances, prejudicial

. =

On the recommendation of the Saperior Boszrd of

The names of the signers of

thereto,  must be placed in

and the owners, agents cr lessces of tthe promises to

which caid privies are appurtenant, shall, upon notice,

have the ccaten’s ef raid well entirely removed by a

licensed cleaner of privies who shall uee such anpara-

tus as is adopted by the Superior Board of Health, and

%nder' Ro'es anl Regu'aticns established by samo
oar l.

iX. Hervezfter prvy-vault must be constructel
jas follows: Hazeh builing sitoated ot an nnsewered
strest must have a vault not less than four feet in
diameter and ten fest deep in the clear, lined aud
floorel with a wall of har! brick pine ibches in
thi kness, laid in cement mortar, and proved to be
water tight,

X. Herea'ter privy van!ts sha'l nnt be sitnated
withip two feet «f tho : -rty lines or within twant
feet of a buildi-o, wi v preeticable, and befora ary
privy vauit sh ‘I be comstruoerad, application shall be
mace aud a pormit issuad by the lozal Board of Health,
or when there is no such Board « parative, then by the
Alcaida. The owner of houses must farnish one with
3 privy, when water-elosets eanvoet ba iustalled.

XI. H reafier p-ivies must, at all times, ba kept
clean ond free fron bal odors, an ‘h2 contonts provezt-
ed from flies.

XIL. No privies shall exist in any rocm usel as a
bakery, public kitchen, milk depot, groeery, markst
house, or other pablic plaea or publie room where food
is prepare i or sold, neither shail any frivy open into
nor be ventilated into such rooms.

Sewering.

XIII. Before a new system of sewerage is introd
uced into any city or town in Puerto Rico, a plan of
this system with drawings an1 specification must be
| submitted to the Superior Board of Health at San
Juan. After an examination of the plan, if the Board
approves, it will so report fo the Governor with a
recommen-lation that a permit to construct same will
be issned. Auny change to a new system of sewering
by which the etfluent is discharged into a new stream
or other body of water can only be undertaken after
the plan h:s been aproved by the Superior Boa'd of
Health at San Juan, as atove.

XIV. No excavatioos or digging of soil, drainage
of lowiands, crading of streets, opening of public sewers
or draias in sea-coust cities or towas, shall be permit-
ted betweea the 1st of April and the 16th of November.
without ths approval of the Saperior Board of Health:
Provided, that this is not intended to interfere with the
ordinary cuitivation of land in farming, the burial of
the dead, the digginrg of wells, when necessary (aud
there is no water system ), ths digging of post holes,
or the ordinary excavations necessary for building
p :rposeas, or necessary repairs to existing system.

Filling ground with or removal of Filth.

XV. Fiiing, leveling, or raising the surface of
any ground or a lot withia any incorporated city or
incorporated town or viliage in Puerto Rico, with
animal or vegetable substances, filth gathered in cleau-
ing yards or streets, waste material from mills or
the removal of ths suiface of any ground or lot within
the suid cities, towas or villages, filled with such
offensive matter or substance, in such a maoner as to
cause noisome or noxious gases to arise, are hercby
declared nuisances, injurious to health.

g Street cleaning.

XVI The streets in the cities or towos of Puerto-
Rico must b kept clean. Dirty strests are not only
unhealthfui, but 2re very uusightly, and give any city
a bad reputation in ;the eyes of strangers. [t is for-
bidden to throw fiith, garbage, dead animals, or solid
or liguid waste of any kind into the streets. These

a or other receptacles which

—

public acavengers. Thase
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receptacies mnust be kept clean by those who use them.
Each owner or agent or property will be held respon-
sib'e for any violation of these requeriments in front of
his property extending so far as the middlo of the street.
XVII Each city council or, under their direction,
the local Board of Health, will make proper regulations
for sweeping and cleaning the streets at least three
times a week and for the removal of all such sweepings.
Sweepings and garbage shall not ba deposited in
vacant lots or along streams, but at such points as the
Heal!th Officer, or local Health Board shall direct,
VIII. No dumping ground or refuse of any
diseription, shall be maintainel in or closa to any city,
town, or settlement in th's Island, and it is hereby
made the duty of every Alca'de to promptly abate

Yy | such & nuisance, and to prevent the acsumulation of

refuse and garbage in such guantities as will threaten
the health and lives of the people. The garbage should
be burned as far as possible, and this can be done if it
is spread out to dry on days when the sun shines.

XIX. Any person guilty of vio'ation of any of
the provisions of this Order shall, upsn coaviction
thereof, be punishei by a fine of not less than Five
Dollars ($5.00) nor mora than Tw» Hundred Do lars
1$200.00), United Stites Ouarcency, or imprisonment
for not less than five (5) nor more than ninety (90) days,
or by both such fine and imprisonment, at ‘he discretion
of the Court.

XX. The District Courts, institutad by General
Orders, No. 114, series of 1899, from those Headquarters,
shall have jarisdiction in cases arising under this Order
sub ect to the provisions of General Orders, No. 88,
series of 1899, from these Headquarters.

BY OOMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENBRAL DAVIS :
WM. E. ALMY,
Acting Adjutan General.

CUARTEL GENERAL,
Departamento de Puerto-Rico.

Ordencs Generales, %
San Jua~, Abril 12, 1909,

No. 80,

Por remendacién de la Junta Saperior de Sanidad
se promulga la siguiente Orden para conocimiento
general :

Inmundicias.

I. Donomfioase * inmun-dicia?” todo objeto, estado
6 condici6én que por su naturaleza redunde en perjuicio
de la salabridad pabliea. Oaen bajo la clasificacién de
inmundicias los animales muertos en calles 6 patios :
los desperdicios de mataderos y demés sustancias co-
rraptibles ; las habitaciones infestalas; las letrinas qua
rebosun y se rezuman; los estercoleros; las oasas de
vecindad desasesdas 6 ivseguras; las_plazas de mer-
cado, pulperfas, lecherfas, s4tanos, nétios, callejones y
calles en estadv de desaseo; los desagiies defectuosos :
lcs pesebres llenos de estiéreol ; 195 pozos plblicos cow
nagosos; '0s albanales abiertos en que se detiene el
agua ; los estanques 6 charcas con aguas estanca
&o. &c.  Pueden calificarse como ofensivas y estar gq.
Jetas & la inspeccién de 'a policia, las fabricas de Jabon,
1a coceciént de huesos y algnnas otras industrias, sin que
por ello sean necesariamente consideradas como perju-
diciales & la salud pablica.

II. El vaciar en la clozea maestea materias ex-
traidas de letrinas y sumidercs 6 hacer qune se conunpi-
quen con ella, constituye una * inmundicia”, es anti-
higiénico y queda prohibido.

IIL. ConstitGiyela también el arrojar VAtiamientos
de letrinas en los rios, corrientes, lagis 6 chareos, de
Puerto—-KRico, lo cual queda por la presents prohibidx').

IV. Toda persona que en su finca maatuviers al.
gaa fceo de “inmuaudicia” debard suprimic 6 remediario
tan pronto como fuese notificado al efecto por e) Oficial
de Sanidad, Alicalde G otra autoridad competente.

V. Las denuncias de “ inmundicias ” deberdn lie
var las firmas de por lo menos tres individuos y dirigirge
por eacrito al Alcalde, Oficial de Sanidad 6 otro miem..

bro de la Junta local § Saperior dgSanidud. Loa nom,
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